Kids

WATER ACTIVITY BOOK




This activity book is brought
to you by the City of Santa Ana

A special message just for you:

The City of Santa Ana is thrilled to present the 2024 Kids Activity Book, available for you and your classmates
to enjoy. This fun-filled Activity Book encourages you to explore the importance of using water wisely, expe-

cially as California faces more and longer dry seasons.

Think of all the ways water plays a role in your life—at home, at school, and in your community. Water is es-
sential to everything we do! Safeguarding this precious natural resource will make sure we have an ample
water supply for the future. Within the pages of this Activity Book, you'll discover ways you and your family

members can save water.

We hope you enjoy this book and share what you've learned with your family. Our goal is for water conserva-
tion to become a way of life for everyone in Santa Ana. Together, we can make a difference. Let’s all become

H>O Heroes by using water wisely and avoiding unnecessary waste!

Cesar Barrera, PE:
Deputy Public Works Director / Water Resources Manager
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Water Conservation Activity
For Young Heroes

INSTRUCTIONS: Circle the activities that help save water.
Become an H2O Hero! Start doing these activities and
encourage your family to join in!

/
Washing full % \

loads of clothes. Using a broom, not a
hose, to clean patios,
driveways and
sidewalks.

Z
%
/

Washing your car with a
hose instead of using a
car wash.

' Taking long
¢ showers.

¢
'3
¢

Planting drought tolerant
and native gardens.

Fixing leaks as soon as Collecting rainwater to
they are discovered. reuse it later in the garden.

Running water everywhere while
brushing your teeth.




Color These Water Wasters
But Don’t Be One!

Drainiac

Drainiac loves to run the tap. She rinses
her dishes before putting them in the
dishwasher and leaves the water
running while brushing her
teeth.

Swirly

Swirly likes to watch
toilet bowls swirl, leak,
and run constantly.
Swirly even uses his
toilet as a garbage can,
flushing down tissues.

Drip 'n' Drop
Drip 'n' Drop let their sink drip
all day and all night. They don't

care that leaky faucets waste
hundreds of gallons a week!

Soggy Sidewalk Stan waters his lawn
and garden every day. Sometimes
he even forgets to turn his sprinklers

off and sprays onto the sidewalk!

\J

Fun Fill-In [T T

Figure out the missing words. Then put together the
letters in the bubbles to reveal the mystery word.

1. Ifyour — — — — hasaleak, you
might hear a drip. Hint: You get clean in this.
2. Water is measured in __\_ | . /& {

Hint: Milk comes in these too.
e Syl

3. Toilets sometimes have __ ___

. , )
leaks, Whlf means you can't hear them. 'Y ﬁ,. - ._AJ._\E

4. Use your e — — and ears to help find
|eakS at home. Mystery Word
5. Be sure to turn off the faucet when you
— — yourteeth.



Ways To Be An H20 Hero!
Word Scramble

Directions

You can help conserve water. Below are some ways you can save water in and outside your home. Fill-in-the-
blanks by unscrambling the words at the bottom of this page and placing them correctly in the sentences.

Messages
1. Take shorter A - shower uses 25 of water.
2. Turn off the water while your teeth.
3. Don'tuse the as a trash can— only when necessary.
4. Tell your parents if you see a leaking or if the toilet “runs” after flushing. These

can waste of gallons of water a year and that is down the drain.
5. Italso takes a lot of water to wash and to do the .Ifyou

help with these household chores, only run these appliances with full

6. Collect

7. Wash your bike with a andrag, nota

8. Water the yard, not the or concrete. Tell your parents if any of the
heads are not properly.

Scrambled Words: itarnawer

erohssw utbcke

uifevetnim- oehs

Inlagso cutf

bnrhigus aeksl

eltoit ushsandto

suflh mnyeo

dsesih alkesdiw

ydnalur psnriekrl

saldo innftugcnio




Water Conservation
start here Maze
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Did you know that less than 1% of all the water on Earth can be used by people? The rest
~) is salt water (the kind you find in the ocean) or is always frozen and we can't drink it,
) wash with it, or use it to water plants. That’s why it’s important to not waste it. Make

our planet happy by being water-wise and visiting each way you can be a water hero!




H20 Conservation Hero
Word Search

Find the words listed at the bottom of the page in the puzzle below. Draw a line
around each word (words can run horizontally, vertically and diagonally). You can find
the answers in the answer key at the end of this Activity Book!

| ELBXESPRINKLER
DRFNR ] XNRHLMBD/Z
\' ELRCHOGYETIHKIU
] KNITWKOKBLBYFE/
| SQGBGCBMAKASSGK
| HOSEAAUTMRHWDK
ONUVTOTLEGROERL
EAATECAI |l UEWEOA
ATHZORKKOFLEPUW
GITRIFSKGNORRGN
EVZGF ] FPVY I RMHG
FES )] YAGARDENNTS
HSTMXEFEBAMODIY
XQQY LAUNDRYTGI A
j HNFPMQNOZZLEAOE
|
Barrel Hose Nozzle Sprinkler
Broom Irrigation Overspray Shower
California Laundry Rebate Sweep
Drought Lawn Shutoff
Garden Natives



Hidden Water Wasters

Did you know that, in the United
States, leaks in our homes waste
enough water for every kid to take a
bath every day? The absolute best way
to save water is to find and fix leaks in
your house.

Check under the sink to see if you can
find any water dripping from the
pipes. When you turn off the shower,
make sure that there is no water
dripping from the shower head. After
you flush the toilet, make sure there is
no water pooling around the base or
any continuous running water in the
bowl. Be sure to let your parents know
if you have found a leak. You will save
them money on their water bill!

The Leak Detection Hero Maze

start here

-
e




The Leak Detection Hero
Word Search

Find the words listed at the bottom of the page in the puzzle below. Draw a
line around each word (words can run horizontally, vertically and diagonally).
You can find the answers in the answer key at the end of this Activity Book!

DPDJFCFYESL)JCAW
"”‘ LWZ1QVHQAAOQJUS
]\ UTCHSXLXUBYFZDT
- DQHSSHOWERHEADC
\ Al EWXMWTIGHTENK
NCCPYADATFBMZOD
AFKFNEPPSOAHTCEF
WICSILENTHIUDTFH
AXW]JR]JBTHPELCUZ
SSWADGALLONREEU
TIBRTRDHVYCWFTT
ENLYEEISHKVEIYW
KKEOVNRPPGXVNPI
: | OAEYYCHPIPEDHS
.ﬂ PWKCMUBH | JNYFIHT
Dishwasher Showerhead Tighten Silent
Faucet Toilet Wrench Gallon
Water Twist Check Pipe
Find Drip Sink Waste
Leak Fix



Test Your
Water Smarts!

Take The H,0 Hero Pledge!

Sit down with your family and share what you have learned. Then, as a group, go through the water-saving tips below
and check each one that you are willing to pledge to do. When you are finished, sign the pledge at the bottom and
record the date. Congratulations and good luck!

O Take shorter showers/use less water in the bathtub.

O Turn the water off while you brush your teeth or wash your hands.
O Use a broom, instead of a hose, to clean your driveway.

O Install EPA's WaterSense-approved aerators on your faucets and low-flow showerheads.

O Check all water fixtures for leaks and fix/replace those that are leaky.

O Perform a dye test to see if your toilets are leaking: To check if a toilet is leaking, remove the cover from the tank,
add food coloring until the water in the tank is a dark color. Wait 30 minutes (without using the toilet). If any of the
dye has entered the bowl in that time, your toilet is leaking.

O Water your lawn between 6 pm-9 am, rather than during the day, to help reduce loss of water due to evaporation.

BY signing our names below, we pledge to use water more efficiently
by conducting the activities checked above.

Signature Date



R,
H20 Hero

INSTRUCTIONS: Color one item of the tree (e.g., flower, bird, leaf, trunk) each time you
use water wisely. Look at some examples below. When the tree is fully colored in, look at
the beauty in nature that water helps create!

+ |took a 5 minute shower. « lused a bucket and sponge to wash my
+ | turned off the tap when brushing my bike.
teeth. + lloaded the dishwasher full before turn-
ing it on.

- I washed only a full load of laundry.




%m%/

INSTRUCTIONS: Pets, insects and plants need water too! Be an H,O Hero and do your part to use
water wisely so there’s enough water for them. Cut along the dotted lines and hand out a card to
each friend. Tell them why it's important to be an H,O Hero and use water wisely!



Answer Key
Word Scramble: Ways Kids Can Save Water

Directions

You can help conserve water. Below are some ways you can save water in and outside your home. Fill-in-the-
blanks by unscrambling the words at the bottom of this page and placing them correctly in the sentences.

Messages

1. Take shorter showers. A five-minute shower uses 25 gallons of water.
2. Turn off the water while brushing your teeth.

3. Don't use the toilet as a trash can—flush only when necessary.

4

. Tell your parents if you see a leaking faucet or if the toilet “runs” after flushing. These leaks can waste
thousands of gallons of water a year and that is money down the drain.

5. It also takes a lot of water to wash dishes and to do the laundry. If you help with these household
chores, only run these appliances with full loads.

6. Collect rainwater.
7. Wash your bike with a bucket and rag, not a hose.

8. Water the yard, not the sidewalk or concrete. Tell your parents if any of the sprinkler heads are not
functioning properly.

Scrambled Words:

erohssw showers utbcke bucket
uifevetnim-  five-minute oehs hose

Inlagso gallons aecutf faucet
bnrhigus brushing aeksl leaks

eltoit toilet ushsandto thousands
suflh flush mnyeo money
dsesih dishes alkesdiw sidewalk
ydnalur laundry psnriekrl sprinkler
saldo loads innftugcnio functioning

itarnawer rainwater



Answer Key
Word Searches

H>O Conservation Hero Leak Detective Hero
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Answer Key
Fun Fill-In

e
Figure out the missing words. Then put together the 3. Toilets sometimes have§ 1B L g ﬂ

letters in the oval to reveal the mystery word. leaks, which means you can’t hear them.
1. Ifyour & h o @_e ¥ hasaleak, you 4. Use your@g £ S andearsto help find
might hear a drip. Hint: You get clean in this. leaks at home.
2. Water is measured in g_ ' l O N &. 5 Besuretoturn offthe faucet when you
Hint: Milk comes in thesetoo. us your teeth.
Mystery Word
water



Answer Key
Test Your Water Smarts

1. Answer: A

Although it is fun to run through the sprinklers at
the hottest time of day, your lawn should only be
watered in the evening when it’s cooler. Watering
when it’s really hot causes the water to evaporate
before the plants have time to drink it.

2. Answer: B

Just like you get thirsty when you are hot, plants are
thirstier during hot and dry months. Some plants
that are native to your area may not need as much
extra water beyond what they get from rainfall
alone.

3. Answer: C

Many car washes save more water than if you wash
your car at home. They do this by recycling the
water that they use instead of letting it run down
sewer drains. If you do wash it at home use a bucket,
not a hose!

4. Answer:D

It may seem hard to believe, but the average
American uses more than 80 gallons of water each
day - to do things like flush toilets, run the faucet,
and water plants. That’s enough to fill +1,200 glasses
of water!

5.Answer: B

Although there is a lot of water on earth (75 percent
of the earth’s surface!), most of it is salt water so you
can'tdrink it. It is very important to save the water
we use every day because less than 1 percent of the
earth’s water can be used by people!

6. Answer: B

To save the most amount of water in the kitchen,
use your dishwasher only when it’s filled full with
dirty dishes. You could also fill the sink with water
instead of running the tap.

7. Answer: A

You can waste up to 8 gallons of water by leaving
the faucet on when you brush your teeth in the
morning and before bedtime. Turn off the tap and
save water!

8. Answer: A

While it might be more fun to splash in a warm bath,
it takes 70 gallons of water to fill a tub but only 10 to
13 gallons for a five minute shower.

9. Answer:D

Put a bucket under the tap while you make the
water the right temperature. The water collected
can be used to water plants or fill up your pet’s
water bowl. Use a clock to keep your showers under
five minutes. Use a broom instead of the hose to
clean your driveway or sidewalk.

10. Answer: C

A leaky toilet can waste about 200 gallons of water
every day! Ask to help your parents test your toilets
for leaks. Place a drop of food coloring in the tank,
wait 10 minutes, and if the color shows in the bowl
before flushing, you have a leak.

11. Answer:B

Flushing the toilet for silly reasons wastes a lot of
water. Only flush the 3 P’s down the toilet — pee,
poop, and (toilet) paper!

12. Answer: C

Leaky faucets are big water wasters. If you see or
hear a leaky faucet, tell your parents or an adult
about it so they can get it fixed. If you don't, those
drips and drops can waste up to 2,700 gallons of wa-
ter in one year!

How did you do?

10 to 12 correct = You're a water wizard! By
using water wisely you'll help your family
save 10,000 gallons each year!

6 to 9 correct = You're a water wonder! You
barely let a drip get by you.

0 to 5 correct = Good job. Keep working on
your water smarts to get even better!




This Activity Book is
brought to you by the
City of Santa Ana, Water
Resources Division.

SANTA ANA




